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The situation underwent another radical change with the acces-
sion to the throne of Emperor Nicholas I (1825), when it was
thought that the reluctance of the Old Ritualists to return to the
bosom of the Orthodox church was due to the lenient treatment of
the fugitive priests and the tolerant attitude towards tfie observance
of old rites. Accordingly their independent religious existence was
limited, the privileges extended by Catherine II and Alexander I
were gradually abolished, and a strict surveillance was instituted
over the fugitive priests, while the Irgiz Monasteries were pro-
hibited from accepting new priests or assigning old ones to any
place in Russia. "By means of bribery," says a modern student of
Irgiz, Prince Golitsyn annexed the Lower Monastery in 1829; in
1837, Stepanov "by military force*' withdrew the central monasteries
from the Schism; in 1841 Fadeiev in a "wolfs night attack upon
a sheepfold" seized the upper monasteries. The great "Babylonian
captivity" was achieved; on the 28th of May 1841 "the sun of
Orthodoxy set in Irgiz.'*
But dark days did not come alone to Irgiz, for in the Rogozhsky
Churchyard, the preeminent center of the Priestists in Moscow,
there remained in the course of time only two priests. They were
forced to marry half a score of couples at a time and receive the
confession of hundreds read aloud by one of the church staff from
a list of sins, while the funeral service for thousands and tens of
thousands had to be performed six months or a year after the
burial. Though the influx of fugitive priests was completely ex-
hausted and the Schismatic priesthood everywhere extremely im-
poverished, yet the reckoning which prompted the government to
adopt compulsory measures proved mistaken! "Under unbearable
pressure from the police,** says the same writer, "at the expense
of terrible moral oppression and torture of tens of thousands of
people Orthodoxy added to its fold only a pitiable two per cent
from the suffering people in the province of Saratov." Some went
over to the Priestless, but the majority endured these conditions,
considering them to be only temporary. They concentrated on
obtaining a bishop of their own and on establishing a complete
hierarchy. In the last of the Irgiz Monasteries to be abolished the
ancient illusion of the Priestists was revived. But this time the il-
lusion became a fact, for in less than five years after the closure